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environmentally preferable than other similar products with the same function. The Scheme is
organized by the Green Council (GC) with contributions from the HKGLS Advisory

Committee and a number of supporting organizations.

The prime objectives of HKGLS are:
e For Consumers: assist in making purchases of products that are less harmful to the

environment;
e For Industry: stimulate development and production of environmentally preferable

alternatives.

This specification sets out the requirements that the fluorescent lamps will be required to meet
in order to be licensed to use the HKGLS label. The requirements include environmental
criteria and product characteristics. The specification also defines the testing and other
means to be used to verify conformance with the environmental criteria and product

characteristics.

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Energy consumption is the key environmental impact for the fluorescent lamps at all stages of
the product life cycle, ranging from the production of raw materials to waste disposal.

Another environmental impact is the environmentally harmful substances.

Mercury is the key environmentally harmful substance in the fluorescent lamps. Other
harmful substances include mercury, copper, lead, strontium, tin and zinc, but the quantities

are small in relation to those in other products.

LABEL OBJECTIVE
The aim of the environmental criteria developed for the fluorescent lamps is to:
¢ Reduce energy consumption and promote energy-saving lamps;
e Reduce the use of the environmentally harmful substances;
¢ Promote improved technical life-span of lamps; and
e Minimize waste production by reducing the amount of primary packaging and

promoting its reusability and/or recycleability.
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