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and a number of supporting organizations.
The prime objectives of HKGLS are:
e For Consumers: assist in making purchases of products that are less harmful to the

environment;

e For Industry: stimulate development and production of environmentally preferable
alternatives.

This specification sets out the requirements that flooring materials will be required to meet in
order to be licensed to use the HKGLS label. The requirements include environmental criteria
and product characteristics. The specification also defines the testing and other means to be

used to verify conformance with the environmental criteria and product characteristics.

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Wastes of flooring materials, together with other construction wastes, are generated in
tremendous quantity from demolition, renovation and other construction activities. The
flooring wastes, if not being recycled, would have to be disposed of as waste. The disposal of
flooring wastes burdens our environment through the utilization of the land use for storage,
transportation process, and the consumption of the already very limited landfill space. Some

flooring materials may also contain substances that are harmful to the environment.

LABEL OBJECTIVE

The aim of the environmental criteria developed for flooring materials is to:
e Discourage use of chemicals or other substances that are harmful to the environment;
e Promote waste avoidance and conservation of resources; and

e Conserve landfill space and promote the concept of recycling.

PRODUCT DEFINITION

This document and all product environmental criteria therein apply to products that are laid on
top of and underlying foundation of concrete or wood/beams and that has no structural
function. The most common flooring products include (1) hard flooring, (2) resilient floorings,
and (3) fitted carpets.
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