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BACKGROUND

The Hong Kong Green Label Scheme (HKGLS) is anpeddent and voluntary scheme,
which aims to identify products that are, basedlifencycle analysis consideration, more
environmentally preferable than other similar pretdwith the same function. The Scheme is
organized by the Green Council (GC) with contribng from the HKGLS Advisory
Committee and a number of supporting organizations.

The prime objectives of HKGLS are:

e For Consumersassist in making purchases of products that ass harmful to the

environment;

e For Industry stimulate development and production of environtaky preferable
alternatives.

This specification sets out the requirements tAathesive” product will be required to meet
in order to be licensed to use the HKGLS label. Téguirements include environmental
criteria and related characteristics. The specificaalso defines the means to be used to
verify conformance with the requirements.

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Adhesives are substances used by industry, cootsaand individual consumers to bond a
multitude of substrates in a wide range of applicatncluding fabrication, maintenance and
repair. They come in many formulations, which setiferent purposes.

Adhesives contain a large range of chemicals tarensuperior binding strength for different
applications. These are binders, dispersing agemfattants, solvents/thinners, plasticizers,
fillers, thickeners, de-foaming agents, presereatiand other chemical additives some of
which may have health effects on humans or causege to the environment.

As most adhesives use volatile solvents to emu(Bduify) the resin that acts as the bonding
agents, they mostly contain volatile organic comusu(VOCs). The VOC emissions from
adhesive products adversely affect the health allib@ng of installers or building occupants
as a result of reduced interior air quality. Wdiased adhesives, however, emit far less
VOCs than the solvent based products.

LABEL OBJECTIVE

The aim of the product environmental criteria depeld for “Adhesives” is to :

® Reduce or prohibit the use of chemicals includihthplates, halogenated solvents that
are harmful to humans and the environment.

® Reduce the environmental impact associated witkggang.
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PRODUCT DEFINITION
This document and all product environmental crétéhierein apply to the following groups of

adhesive:

e Contact adhesive (any adhesive intended by the factower to adhere to itself
instantaneously upon contact).

e Multi-purpose construction adhesives (any adhesitended by the manufacturer for the
installation or repair of various

construction materials)

» Special purpose construction adhesive

PRODUCT CRITERIA

This standard defines a range of environmental opmnce criteria for adhesives
(GL-008-008) under the Hong Kong Green Label Sch@i&GLS), which are set out in the
Table below.

Page 2 of 3 Revision: 1
Issue date: 27 September 2008



Hong Kong Green Label Scheme S

Product Environmental Criteriafor ” @"

Adhesive (GL-008-008) IERE{IE%N &oyﬁncg
R T a5

(1]

Criteria Verification Method
PRODUCT PERFORMANCE CRITERIA
1. The following substances shall not be formulateddded Certification shall be obtained from the
to the adhesives : manufacturer that the listed substances are
- phthalates (esters of 1,2 benzenedicarboxylid)aci not present in the product.
- alkylphenol ethoxylates

2. Volatile organic compounds Specification of the content of volatile
The product shall not contain more than 5% volatiganic organic compounds shall be provided,
compounds with a boiling poirk.260C. The amount of including boiling point of each
solvent varies across the different types of praduc component.

3. Halogenated solvents shall not be present iptbéuct Certification shall be obtained from the
or added to the product. manufacturer that the listed substances are
not present in the product.

4. Packaging

The package of the product shall be resealable ugt Except for single-use packaging or

except for single-use packaging or adhesive produslid adhesive product in solid form,

form. certification shall be obtained from the
manufacturer that the product packaging
can be resealed after use.

5. Halogenated plastics shall not be used in pacgag Certification shall also be provided by the

materials. packaging  manufacturer that no
halogenated substances are present in the
packaging.
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